[The effect of long-term hyperbarism on pregnant guinea pigs and their progeny].
The effect of hyperbarism has been investigated on 1-3-, 4-5- and 8-10-week pregnant rats and their offsprings. It was found that the mortality rate of pregnant rats is two times higher after hyperbaric exposures than in control animals. The animals exhibit the highest sensitivity at a stage of 8-10 weeks. Hyperbaric conditions significantly affect offsprings. Only 53% of newborn puppies were found to be normal, whereas 35% were born dead and 12% revealed various abnormalities. The highest sensitivity was observed during organogenesis (4-5 weeks), the mortality rate during this period reached 70%. The body mass in newborn puppies was significantly lower than in control animals. The most significant retardation in the development was observed in animals which were subjected to the effect of hyperbarism at the 4-5-th week of intrauterine life.